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Analysis examines Al in hospital
billing as spike in complex patients

adds nearly $1 billion in extra
costs

SEPTEMBER 24, 2026
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CONCLUSION

Systematic use of Al-enabled RCM tools by healthcare systems may be linked to over $650 million in excess hospital
reimbursement related to coding complexity optimization alone. This represents incremental hospital reimbursement
from complexity growth for inpatient stays, independent of utilization or case mix changes. Critically, this growth hasn't
stopped, nor is it limited to inpatient care. As more healthcare facilities adopt Al-enabled capabilities to optimize coding,
increases in medical trend will continue. Using the Blue System’s unique data assets, the Blue Cross Blue Shield
Association has the unprecedented ability to identify these patterns, measure impact and proactively address cost
drivers across the healthcare system.
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Top 10 Secondary Diagnoses Driving DRG Complexity Growth
Major Bowel Procedures (DRG 329-331) | ™ 2023 vs. W 2025
Labs: Laboratory-derived Diagnoses * Aml g: Al Observation-based Codes » Other: Other Documentation Sources

Prevalence (% of bowel surgery cases)
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Percentage of complex DRGs over time
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Is Al jacking up healthcare costs?
(26.10.1. / Endpoints News / By Shelby Livingston)

https://endpoints.news/is-ai-jacking-up-healthcare-costs/

Hospital Coding Intensity Analysis:
(26.98 / BlueCrossBlueShield / By Chris Birkmeyer, David Wennberg, Keith Kamons, Luke Chalker)

https://www.bcbs.com/media/pdf/BCBSA-Al-Coding-Intensity-Whitepaper.pdf
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Claude discovers a novel enzyme
system with CRISPR-like repeats

Sep 23, 2026
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Q&A: Anthropic's life sciences team on its enzyme research, biology lab and a preclinical pipeline
(26.10.1. / Endpoints News / By Andrew Dunn)

https://endpoints.news/ga-anthropics-life-sciences-team-talk-claudes-first-scientific-discovery/

Claude discovers a novel enzyme system with CRISPR-like repeats
(26.9.23. / Anthropic)

https://www.anthropic.com/news/claude-discovers-novel-enzyme-system

Did Anthropic’s A.l. Really Make a Scientific Discovery on Its Own?
(26.9E / NYT / By Carl Zimmer)

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/27/science/anthropic-biology-enzyme-mestre.html

Anthropic Al Scientific Discovery Claims Meet a Harder Test
(26.9.30. / Remio Al / By Sophie Larsen)

https://www.remio.ai/post/anthropic-ai-scientific-discovery-claims-meet-a-harder-test




